Distribution of Na+, K(+)-ATPase alpha-subunit isoforms in rat pituitary.
The distributions of alpha-subunit isoforms of the Na+,K(+)-ATPase in rat pituitary were determined by immunoblotting and immunohistochemistry. Immunoreactivity for all three forms is present in the neural lobe, whereas the anterior lobe contains only alpha 1 and alpha 2. Most areas of the intermediate lobe exhibit faint immunoreactivity for only alpha 1, but thin strands of cells which stain strongly for all three isoforms are also present in this lobe. The previously reported ouabain inhibitable Na+,K(+)-ATPase activity in the neural lobe is consistent with the presence of both alpha 2 and alpha 3 subunits.